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* Primitive literature shows that the use of
this figure (personification) was one of the earli-
est devices of poetic expression. When stars and
winds and thunder were not yet capable of scienti-
fic ex;;lanation they remained the subject of
superrstition, Natural phenomena were com-
monly regarded as being of good or evil intent,
that ié, they were credited with personalities. Rain
was & beneficent being, Thunder a maligﬁa,nt one,
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Happily for poetry, a knowledge of astronomy
has not depersonified sun, moon, and stars. It
is still aesthetically satisfying to regard them as
gods and goddesses. Moreover certain abstrac-
tions are made more immediate and comprehen-
sible when they are transiated into terms of
human peisonality. Sleep, death, wisdom, love, j
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vengeance arc some of the abstractions that
poetry has made more real and graphic by the
method of personification. In these -abstractions,
as well asin nature, and in inanimate objects, there
arein facthints of personality, of anger, of sorrow;
and these hints suggest a fuller development.-
By them a man is reminded -of attributes he
finds in men, so he personifies. them, pictures
them as human. -. W. E. Wiriaaus.
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% Personification is effective only when it
creates a vivid picture. If it becomes meiely a
conveniional decoration, its aesthetic value is as
little as that of most of the statues in West
minster Abbey: a mass of figures with significance,
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During the 18th century, imparticular, personi-
fication deteriorated into a custom ary suit for
poetic expression and poets as capable as Gray
filled their lines with clumsy, lumpish phrases
like ¢ rozy-bosomed hours ’’, * contemplation’s
sober eye”, ¢ blue-eyed pleasures », ¢ sullen care "
and “ pale melancholy,”

W. E. Winiavs.
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